Histopathological changes of cervical tissue in women with systemic sclerosis.
Systemic sclerosis is a connective tissue disease that can affect almost any organ of the body. The clinical aspects of systemic sclerosis on the reproductive system have been studied in large series, and an increased rate of cesarean section has been reported. For this reason, in the present study the histopathological features of cervical specimens of hysterectomyzed women with systemic sclerosis were evaluated. An increased frequency of vascular and stromal abnormalities in cervical specimens of women with systemic sclerosis were observed. Vascular medial hypertrophy, intimal thickening, and fibrosis were more often encountered in the cervical specimens of the patients with systemic sclerosis. Some of the histopathological features also showed correlation with the clinical profile of the disease. The patients with vascular medial hypertrophy in their cervical specimens were older, had a higher Rodnan score, and had longer duration of the disease. In contrast to vascular medial hypertrophy, periadventitial edema was found in the cervical specimens of the patients who were younger, had a lower Rodnan score, and had shorter duration of the disease. It was concluded that the problems that are seen in common obstetric and gynecological practices in patients with systemic sclerosis may be explained by these tissue abnormalities.